
REMINDERS:
PLEASE take the 5Essentials survey!                   
March 31- April 4: SPRING BREAK
April 29: 5:00pm-7:30pm Showcase Extravaganza

Science
In science, the second semester focuses on

Earth Science, Life Science, and Human
Impacts. We completed our Earth Science
standards by determining how Earth has,

and is, changing. Currently, we are
focusing on how life has changed over time
through evolution and adaptation. Fourth

quarter, we will focus on how humans
impact the environment. Also, we are
getting ready for the Illinois Science
Assessment which will be taken by the

students the week of April, 14th.  

                                                                                      ELAELA
The 4th quarter in Pegasus ELA is a chance for us to read a nonfictionThe 4th quarter in Pegasus ELA is a chance for us to read a nonfiction
text. In The Omnivore's Dilemma, author Michael Pollan explores a keytext. In The Omnivore's Dilemma, author Michael Pollan explores a key
issue in our modern food system: what should we eat? He explains that we,issue in our modern food system: what should we eat? He explains that we,
as omnivores, have a wide variety of food options, but that varietyas omnivores, have a wide variety of food options, but that variety
creates a dilemma. How do we know which food choices are best for ourcreates a dilemma. How do we know which food choices are best for our
health, the environment, and the economy?health, the environment, and the economy?
Pollan breaks down the modern food system into four main food chains:Pollan breaks down the modern food system into four main food chains:

Industrial Food: This is the typical, processed food we often buy atIndustrial Food: This is the typical, processed food we often buy at
grocery stores, mostly made from corn and soy.grocery stores, mostly made from corn and soy.

11..

Pastoral Food: Foods that come from organic farms, where animalsPastoral Food: Foods that come from organic farms, where animals
are allowed to graze and crops are grown without chemicals.are allowed to graze and crops are grown without chemicals.

22..

Hunter-Gatherer Food: A more primal approach, where we forage forHunter-Gatherer Food: A more primal approach, where we forage for
wild foods or hunt animals.wild foods or hunt animals.

33..

Local Food: Foods sourced from local, sustainable farms or small-Local Food: Foods sourced from local, sustainable farms or small-
scale producers.scale producers.

44..

Pollan’s exploration helps readers understand the complexities of foodPollan’s exploration helps readers understand the complexities of food
production and the hidden costs of cheap food. It raises importantproduction and the hidden costs of cheap food. It raises important

questions about how food is grown, who controls it, and how it affectsquestions about how food is grown, who controls it, and how it affects
our health and the planet.our health and the planet.

For parents, this book is a conversation starter. It challenges us to thinkFor parents, this book is a conversation starter. It challenges us to think
critically about the food we feed our families and consider itscritically about the food we feed our families and consider its

environmental, ethical, and health impacts. Pollan encourages readersenvironmental, ethical, and health impacts. Pollan encourages readers
to become more informed about food choices and where their meals cometo become more informed about food choices and where their meals come

from. Please let me know if you have any questions!from. Please let me know if you have any questions!
                                      

                                    US HistoryUS History
Students will be working on a WestwardStudents will be working on a Westward
Expansion teaming activity. Each team is given aExpansion teaming activity. Each team is given a
topic and will create a 20-30 google slide decktopic and will create a 20-30 google slide deck
which they will present to the class. This willwhich they will present to the class. This will
take until after spring break so the grade is atake until after spring break so the grade is a
significant portion of 4th quarter. We looksignificant portion of 4th quarter. We look
forward to the projects that the studentsforward to the projects that the students
create. Please join us on April 29 from 5;00-7:30create. Please join us on April 29 from 5;00-7:30
to see your student’s work at the TMSto see your student’s work at the TMS    
Showcase Extravaganza.Showcase Extravaganza.

MathMath
In 8th Grade Math, we have recently moved onto ModuleIn 8th Grade Math, we have recently moved onto Module

5: Functions. Last week, we learned how to identify5: Functions. Last week, we learned how to identify
functions in table and graph form. We are now writingfunctions in table and graph form. We are now writing

equations to represent real world situations andequations to represent real world situations and
solving problems using those equations.solving problems using those equations.

In Algebra, we are learning about ExponentialIn Algebra, we are learning about Exponential
Functions. We are learning how to describe differentFunctions. We are learning how to describe different
aspects of them, like their y-intercepts, and how toaspects of them, like their y-intercepts, and how to

write exponential equations from graphs.write exponential equations from graphs.
Please remember to regularly check your learner'sPlease remember to regularly check your learner's

grades on Infinite Campus. Their performance in math isgrades on Infinite Campus. Their performance in math is
accurately reflected by their current grades. If theyaccurately reflected by their current grades. If they

didn't do well on the most recent summativedidn't do well on the most recent summative
assessment, they have the opportunity to retake itassessment, they have the opportunity to retake it

without any penalty. Please contact me with anywithout any penalty. Please contact me with any
questions, comments, or concerns.questions, comments, or concerns.
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